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TITLE:  LINEN USAGE POLICY – SAME DAY SURGERY 

  
Linen changes will occur when needed rather than on a daily basis.  An assessment will be performed by the 
caregiver to determine what linen items need to be changed. 
 
PURPOSE: 
To insure the proper use of linen items for both patient comfort and safety. 
 
POLICY: 
1. Soiled linen is to be changed immediately.  Linens should always be changed at the request of a patient or family 

member. 
 
2. Basic linen for each stretcher consists of: two flat sheets, one bath blanket and one pillowcase.  Thermadrapes to 

be used as per policy. 
 
3. All reject clean, torn or stained linen found on the linen cart will be placed in a reject bag designated for that 

purpose on the unit. 
 
4. An effort should be made to use blankets when patient is transported from one department to another via 
 wheelchair or stretcher. 
 
5. Pillows should be cleaned with a disinfectant between patients by Environmental Services. 
 
6. Bath blankets, rather than thermal blankets, should be used for warmth for all pre-op patients during transport to 
 the Operating Room. 
 
7. Disposable washcloths will be used for cleaning patients when blood and fecal material are on the body. 
 
8. If patient restraints are required, linen should not be used for this purpose. 
 
9. One reusable pillow should be used per stretcher.  Additional pillows should be provided as needed for patient 
 comfort. 
 
10. Care should be taken when pulling linen off the linen carts so that clean linen does not fall to the floor. 
 
11. Any unit specific changes to these linen policies must be approved by the Director of Critical Care/Surgical 
 Services and the Administrative Director/Patient Care Services. 
 
12. Same Day Surgery uses IV gown only. 
 
13. Patient robes, pajama bottoms extra large gowns and impervious gowns are available when needed. 
 
  


